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Your equipment is tough.
Your tags should be, too.

Don’t cut corners!
Avoid these tagging alternatives that fall short.

Paint: Paint can conceal harmful damage in metal equipment. Cracks 
or breaks, heat damage, corrosion and excessive wear can be hidden by 
paint and overlooked during inspection.

Electrical Tape: Easily worn and torn apart by weather and abrasive 
contact, electrical tape is a particularly unreliable choice for inspection 
tagging. Additionally, tape must be removed completely in order to 
observe the surface below it, discouraging frequent and thorough 
inspection.

Standard Cable Ties: Regular plastic cable ties are non-obstructive 
and moveable for inspection. However, cheap plastics can be weakened 
by environmental conditions to the point of breaking and can snap easily 
upon impact.

ZIPTAGS
DURABLE
We’ve designed Ziptags to endure harsh working conditions and 
large temperature fluctuations. Ziptags are manufactured in a 
specialized process using super-durable nylon and are secured 
with a multi-stage, tamper-proof locking head.

CONVENIENT
Frequent and thorough inspections are a necessity. Easily at-
tached and zipped snuggly against the equipment, Ziptags help 
you maintain a high standard of safety with less time and effort.

FULLY CUSTOMIZABLE
Ziptags are produced in 13 different colors and printed with in-
formation to suit your specifi c needs, including: company logos, 
contact information, inspection intervals, sequential numbers, 
etc. Color-coded Ziptags allow for quick visual identifi cation and 
verifi cation of an object’s inspection status.



Safe Operating Practices

Inspections
 Daily visual inspections are an important practice for maintaining a 

safe work environment. Additionally, thorough periodic inspections by a 
competent person are mandated by OSHA. Annual inspections are often a min-

imum requirement, however many companies choose to perform their inspections 
each quarter to maintain equipment integrity and ensure the safety of their workers.

For a full list of official safety regulations for sling operation, refer to the OSHA and ASME standards.

Follow these guidelines for 
the safe operation of any sling:

1. Slings that are damaged or defective  
 shall not be used.
2. Slings shall not be shortened with knots  
 or bolts or other makeshift devices.
3. Sling legs shall not be kinked.
4. Slings shall not be loaded in excess of  
 their rated capacities.
5. Slings used in a basket hitch shall have  
 the loads balanced to prevent slippage.
6. Slings shall be securely attached to  
 their loads.
7. Slings shall be padded or protected  
 from the sharp edges of their loads.
8. Suspended loads shall be kept clear of  
 all obstructions.
9. All employees shall be kept clear of  
 loads about to be lifted and of 
 suspended loads.
10.	 Hands	or	fingers	shall	not	
 be placed between 

 the sling and its load while the   
 sling is being tightened around the load.
11. Shock loading is prohibited.
12. A sling shall not be pulled from under 
 a load when the load is resting on the  
 sling.
13. Employers must not load a sling in  
 excess of its recommended safe work 
 ing load as prescribed by the sling  
	 manufacturer	on	the	identification		
	 markings	permanently	affixed	to	the		
 sling.
14. Employers must not use slings without  
	 affixed	and	legible	identification	
 markings. 

(OSHA 1910.184)

(OSHA 1910.184)

1

Disclaimer: This document intended to provide general information and guidance on the subject concerned, and 
should not be relied upon for technical answers or as a representation or interpretation of government-mandated 

standards. The information is provided by Certags LLC, and while we endeavor to keep the information up-to-date and 
correct, we make no representations or warranties about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, or suitability with respect to 

the information contained in this document for any purpose. 



Sling Removal Criteria

Wire Rope Sling

1.	 Missing	or	illegible	sling	identification.
2. Broken Wires
 a) Strand-laid and single-part slings- 10 randomly 
  distributed broken wires in one rope lay, or 5 broken   
  wires in one strand in one rope lay.
 b) Cable-laid slings- 20 broken wires per lay.
 c) Less than 8-part braided slings- 20 broken wires per   
  braid.
 d) 8-part or more than eight braided slings- 40 broken   
  wires per braid.
3. Severe localized abrasion or scraping.
4. Kinking, crushing, bird caging, or any other damage resulting in  
 damage to the rope structure.
5. Evidence of heat damage.
6. End attachments that are cracked, deformed, or worn to the   
 extent that the strength of the sling is substantially affected.
7.	 Severe	corrosion	of	the	rope,	end	attachments,	or	fittings.	
8. For hooks, removal criteria as stated in ASME B30.10.
9. For rigging hardware, removal criteria as stated in ASME   
 B30.26.
10. Other conditions, including visible damage, that cause doubt   
 as to the continued use of the sling. 

A wire rope sling shall be removed from service if any of the 
following conditions are present:

Regular inspections for all slings are a must. 

    Always look for evidence of damage that may render a sling 
unsafe for use. Observe the following criteria for the necessary 
removal of an unsafe sling.

(ASME B30.9)

2For a full list of official safety regulations for sling operation, refer to the OSHA and ASME standards.



Sling Removal Criteria

Metal Mesh Chain Sling

1.	 Missing	or	illegible	sling	identification.
2. Broken weld or a broken brazed joint along the sling edge.
3. Broken wire in any part of the mesh.
4. Reduction in wire diameter of 25% due to abrasion or 15% due to corrosion.
5. Lack of flexibility due to distortion of the mesh.
6.	 Distortion	of	the	choker	fitting	so	the	depth	of	the	slot	is	increased	by	more	than	10%.
7.	 Distortion	of	either	end	fitting	so	the	width	of	the	eye	opening	is	decreased	by	more		
 than 10%.
8. A 15% reduction of the original cross-sectional area of any point around the hook 
	 opening	of	the	end	fitting.
9.	 Visible	distortion	of	either	end	fitting	out	of	its	plane.
10.	 Cracked	end	fitting.
11. Slings in which the spirals are locked or without free articulation shall not be used.
12. Fittings that are pitted, corroded, cracked, bent, twisted, gouged, or broken.
13. Other conditions, including visible damage, that cause doubt as to the continued use of  
 the sling. 

A metal mesh chain sling shall be removed from service if any of the 
following conditions are present:

Synthetic Web Sling

1.	 Missing	or	illegible	sling	identification.
2. Acid or caustic burns.
3. Melting or charring of any part of the sling.
4. Holes, tears, cuts, or snags.
5. Broken or worn stitching in load bearing splices.
6. Excessive abrasive wear.
7. Knots in any part of the sling.
8. Discoloration & brittle or stiff areas on any part of the sling, may mean   
 chemical or ultraviolet/sunlight damage.
9. Fittings that are pitted, corroded, cracked, bent, twisted, gouged, or broken.
10. For hooks, removal criteria as stated in ASME B30.10.
11. For rigging hardware, removal criteria as stated in ASME B30.26. 
12. Other conditions, including visible damage, that cause doubt as to the 
 continued use of the sling.

A synthetic web sling shall be removed from service if any of the 
following conditions are present:

For a full list of official safety regulations for sling operation, refer to the OSHA and ASME standards.

(ASME B30.9)

(ASME B30.9)
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Sling Removal Criteria

Alloy Steel Chain Sling

1.	 Missing	or	illegible	sling	identification.
2. Cracks or breaks.
3. Excessive wear, nicks, or gouges.
4. Stretched chain links or components.
5. Bent, twisted, or deformed chain links or components.
6. Evidence of heat damage.
7. Excessive pitting or corrosion.
8. Lack of ability of chain or components.
9. Weld splatter.
10. For hooks, removal criteria as stated in ASME B30.10.
11. For rigging hardware, removal criteria as stated in ASME  
 B30.26.
12. Other conditions, including visible damage, that cause   
 doubt as to the continued usage of the sling.

An alloy steel chain sling shall be removed from service 
if any of the following conditions are present:

For a full list of official safety regulations for sling operation, refer to the OSHA and ASME standards.

(ASME B30.9)

Synthetic Round Sling

1.	 Missing	or	illegible	sling	identification.
2. Acid or caustic burns.
3. Evidence of heat damage.
4. Holes, tears, cuts, abrasive wear, or snags that expose the core yarns.
5. Broken or damaged core yarns.
6. Weld splatter that exposes core yarns.
7. Knots in the roundslings, except for core yarns inside the cover.
8. Fittings that are pitted, corroded, cracked, bent, twisted, gouged, or broken.
9. For hooks, removal criteria as stated in ASME B30.10.
10. For rigging hardware, removal criteria as stated in ASME B30.26. 
11. Other conditions, including visible damage, that cause doubt as to the continued use of  
 the sling.

A synthetic round sling shall be removed from service if any of the following con-
ditions are present:

(ASME B30.9)
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Color Code

Doing annual inspections?

Take the guesswork out of your tagging system. 
14 available color choices allow us to print Ziptags to fi t your company’s 
pre-existing color code system, or suggest easy-to-follow color codes for
periodic inspections.

Here’s a tip for color coding: choose colors to match the DMV 
tag colors in your state for that year. This will make your color 
codes easy to remember, and each year you’ll get your color 
chosen for you!

RED: January - March

GREEN: April - June

BLUE: July - September

YELLOW: October - December

Color codes are more effective when 
they’re easy to remember. Our 
suggestion is to use the acronym 
“RGBY” (pronounced “rugby”):

For Quarterly 
Inpsections: 

R.G.B.Y.

6



These PVC tags are supplied with a securing nylon clip for extra 
strength and versatility. Bat Tags have been developed to attach to 
a wide variety of equipment and to hold up in harsh environments.

All our products are made with high quality materials for unmatched strength 
and reliability. All of our tags and labels can be customized with different colors, 
text, logos and barcodes.

For more information about any of our products, please 
contact us or visit www.certags.com

Keeping track of inspections 
has never been easier.

Self-adhesive and resistant to tear, these valeron labels come with a 
laminate protective flap for sealing any writing on the tag, ensuring 
that no important inspection information will fade.

HD Heavy Duty Labels are adhesive to many different surfaces and 
available in a large range of sizes. Designed for harsh environments, 
these labels are ideal for harness inspection labeling.



Contact us for more information:

Certags USA

402 Beavercreek Road
Suite 110
Oregon City, OR 97045
USA

Phone: (888) 523-5281

Certags UK

40-46 Ashton Old Road,
Manchester, M12 6LP
United Kingdom

Phone: +44 (0) 161 273 2382

Certags Australia

20 Laser Drive
Rowville, Vic, 3178
Australia

Phone: +61 3 9839 1333

www.certags.com sales@certags.com

Your partner in worksite safety. 
We provide high-quality tags and labels that allow 
industrial companies to manage and coordinate 
up-to-date equipment inspections.

Inspection & Identifi cation Tags & Labels


